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From the Head… 

Dear Parents 

 

What a lovely week we have had preparing and sharing Christmas performances.  I 

hope you have enjoyed viewing them and whilst many staff members have had input, 

I would like to give my personal thanks to Miss Topsey for forming the idea and 

managing it to completion; the Prep children have had a proper experience of the 

magic of Christmas as well as that of performing in a year which has attempt to de-

rail all efforts towards celebration.   

The Pre-prep Nativity performance is a closely-guarded secret and I am very excited 

to view the finished production – as, I know, are you. 

Last night saw us enjoy the annual Year 8 Christmas Dinner and it was a pleasure to 

socialise with these lovely, interesting young people.  They looked so grown up in 

their evening attire – they are young people to be proud of.  Our thanks to Year 7 for 

being excellent waiting staff and keeping us all provided with food and drinks all 

evening.  Mrs Bishop, Miss Twinn and Mrs Brown were generous with their time and 

skills and we are fortunate to have such a dedicated team to care for us.  Included in 

this edition of the Polwhele Post are some photos which give a flavour of the event; 

the more professional images will arrive soon. 

We are continuing to work next week with the occasional break for fun.  Please do 

remember that we are collecting for the Mare and Foal Sanctuary on Tuesday.  Dear 

Arnold came from this excellent charity and we all have a heart for those who care 

for the horses and ponies there – please give generously in order to wear your Christ-

mas jumper over your uniform. 

Well done to all our staff and pupils for working well whilst the world changes.  I am 

proud of the way in which our community has responded to this year’s particular 

challenges! 

 

Best wishes 

Hilary Mann 

Head 
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Individual               
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Diary Dates: 

15th December 

Christmas Jumper 

Day—Arnold will 

be waiting patent-

ly at the front of 

the school for do-

nations to be put 

in his bucket to-

wards the Mare 

and Foal Sanctu-

ary.  

 

Lent Term starts 

on Wednesday 6th 

January. 

 

Half Term  15th—

20th February. 



 

• Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-

19), having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in 

school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should 

follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

• For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests 

positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms with-

in 48 hours of being in school, the school must assist in identifying 

close contacts and must advise self-isolation for those who have been 

in close contact, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in 

school. 

In such cases, please email the Office and we will contact you if necessary, 

passing information to those who need to know as soon as we are able. 

Advice from the Department for Education in re-

spect of a Pupil taking a test at the end of term or 

just after:- 

The Department for Education has updated its 
guidance for children in the Early Years, to include 
information on the side effects of children receiv-
ing a vaccination or teething.  

• Vaccines may cause a mild fever in children. This is a common and expected 

reaction and isolation is not required unless coronavirus (COVID-19) is sus-

pected. 

• Parents and carers should monitor side effects from a vaccination or teething 

and if they are concerned about their child’s health, they should seek advice 

from their GP or NHS 111. 

If coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, you must report your concerns to school 
and book a test. 



Christmas Art Competition 2020 Winners.  

 

We were amazed by all the entries that came in for the Christmas Art Competition. The children 
created some lovely pictures, showing different parts of the Christmas story.  

They were very inventive with their use of materials and they created artwork in paint, pastels, 
chalk and collage.  

We have a chosen an overall winner for each Bubble and then selected a few children’s work 
that is Highly Commended.  

Winners have been announced in assemblies this week and prizes given to the winning entries.  

All the pictures that were handed in will be seen in our celebration of Christmas videos and on 
our Social media pages.  

Well done to everyone who took part.  

 

Mrs Spencer 

 

     Bubble 1 Winner – Grace Hill       



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bubble 2 Winner – Harry Heaton   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bubble 3 Winner  - Karma Toms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Highly Commended : Isla Thomas ,  Florence Warden , Finlay Thomas,  Darcy Howe , 
Thomas Hooper,  Marcus Garman,  Lucy Alford , Pippa Alford , Lena Warner.   

THANK YOU 

Christmas Sparkle Box HQ would like to put 

out a huge Thank You for all the beautiful do-

nations from Polwhele House families. With 

your help we now hope to be able to donate 

up to 200 Sparkle boxes across Cornwall Food 

Banks and to the Children’s Mental Health 

Ward - Sowenna. Merry Christmas!  

 



Congratulations to: 

 

This week we are awarding a special fes-

tive Commendation to all our amazing 

actors in Pre-prep for 

working so hard on their words, dance, 

physical movement, actions and drama 

for the Pre-prep Nativity.  We are so 

proud of what they have achieved de-

spite the problems they have faced with 

COVID making things very different to 

other years.  Well done to our youngest 

pupils – you are all superstars! 

 

 

 

       Walter Marsden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Marcus Garman 

 



In this week’s assemblies we have learned about John the Bap-

tist, whose role was foretold by the Old Testament prophets: 

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way” 

“a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.” 

 
John lived in the wilderness, wore clothes made of camel’s hair and a leather belt and ate lo-

custs and wild honey – he must have looked unusual to say the least! 

John was the longed-for son of Elizabeth and Zechariah.  When an angel told Zechariah that 

they were going to have a baby he was incredulous – and was therefore struck dumb until the 

birth of the baby.  His role was to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus, to whom he was 

related. 

 

John prepared the way for Jesus; we must prepare ourselves for his coming during Advent. 

We listened to the hymn On Jordan’s Bank, sung at Salisbury Cathedral.  Our poem reminded 

us that St John’s day is at a very different time of the year(24th June) – but his story helps us 

get ready for 25th December. 

 
 

St. John the Baptist: 1 St. John’s Eve 
 

By  Malcolm Guite 
 

Midsummer night, and bonfires on the hill 
Burn for the man who makes way for the Light: 

‘He must increase and I diminish still, 
Until his sun illuminates my night.’ 

So John the Baptist pioneers our path, 
Unfolds the essence of the life of prayer, 

Unlatches the last doorway into faith, 
And makes one inner space an everywhere. 

Least of the new and greatest of the old, 
Orpheus on the threshold with his lyre, 
He sets himself aside, and cries “Behold 

The One who stands amongst you comes with fire!” 
So keep his fires burning through this night, 
Beacons and gateways for the child of light. 

http://audioboo.fm/boos/858542-st-john-s-eve




Year 6 Science 

This term, Year 6 have been working hard studying electricity. Part of their module in-

cluded drawing circuit diagrams, making dimmer switches and comparing the work of the 

great scientists, Edison and Tesla. As we got closer to Christmas, I set them an electrical 

festive challenge. They were given a Dragons’ Den Design Brief - to design and make a fes-

tive light decoration that uses electrical circuits. 

They all produced impressive work which can be seen below. Our judges, Madame Fergus 

and Year 7 awarded Thomas and Daniel first prize. 

 

Mr Kellas 



Year 4 Science Fair 

 On Friday 4th December, Year 4 held their Science Fair in the lab. Unfortunately, par-

ents weren’t able to attend and so Mrs Mann and Year 5 were the lucky attendees. The 

Year 4s presented us with their science demonstrations, showing their excellent 

knowledge on solids, liquids and gases.  

Demonstrations included a density column, lava lamp, Ooblek slime, expanding rub-

ber gloves and a tea-bag flying angel. All the activities were linked by the knowledge 

the pupils had acquired in previous lessons this term. Well done Year 4, great Science! 

 

Mr Kellas 



 

 

The Carmine Dragon 

The Carmine Dragon soared through the sky, 

Its wings cutting the air like knives, 

Its ruby-red scales glowed in the sea below, 

Its dominance screamed out of him like a cello 

Did the others stand a chance? 

 

The scorching crimson that fled from his mouth, 

Struck fear into the heart of the enemy, 

Not just the heart, but you saw it in their eyes, 

Their pupils grew, eyes widened, jaws dropped, 

Can their weaponry stop the demonic dragon? 

 

The snow-drenched mountain peaks, 

Spread around the land like a plague, 

The lethal roar of the dragon made the snow begin to cascade, 

When the snow passed, it revealed a cave, 

They called it Belly of the Beast, Monster’s Lair, 

But the dragon called it home. 

This superb piece of poetry was written by Dylan Heaton in response to the 

poem The Tyger by William Blake. 



Year 8 had the time of their life at their Christ-
mas Dinner. 

Ably served by Year 7 (who really got into the 
role of waiters!) Year 8 outdid themselves with 
their posh frocks and smart dinner wear. 

 

Pre-dinner mocktails and general conversation 
were followed by a delicious Christmas-themed 
dinner, which included a staff progression to en-
sure that the conversation flowed. 

 

The intrepid staff then entertained the young 
people with a thoroughly-rehearsed piece of 
theatre, the details of which will die with us all 
(won’t they, Mr Kellas? Or possibly Mrs Virr?).  
The Year 8s responded with their own enter-
tainments which were inventive and provoked 
much hilarity.  Charades, card tricks and rid-
dles followed, with Mr Caddy personifying 
James Bond (nobody could fail to recognise his 
performance!) 

 

Carriages arrived promptly at 9.00 and all the 
young people turned into pumpkins (or was 
that another story?) 

Our thanks to Mrs Bishop, Miss Twinn and Ms 
Brown, as well as the Year 7s for making this fan-
tastic event possible. 

BEFORE 

AFTER 



 

As we fast approach the end of term and look towards a new and hopefully much better year, 

we’ve added a few holiday activities for those that cannot bear to be without the ponies for the 

next few weeks. Please let the Office know or message us on the Riding School Facebook page to 

book in :- 

Tues 22nd December—Reindeer Hacks throughout the day, plus private or group lessons for    

flatwork, polework or jumping. 

Weds 30th December—Midweek Club (9.30am-1.00pm) Small groups in separate bubbles with 

staggered arrival and departure times (times confirmed the day before). Group riding lesson,  Po-

nycare activity and fun activity (£25) 

Thursday 31st December—Own A Pony Day. Our very popular full day taking care of one of our 

ponies, including a group lesson, activities and afternoon hack. (10.00am to 4.00pm—£45) 

Tuesday 5th January— Private & group lessons, 

plus hacks available throughout the afternoon . 



Monday 

Green Pesto Pasta  with Cheese 

Served with Salad and Homemade Bread 

Iced Cake 

Tuesday 

Roast Turkey/Squash and Spinach Pie 

Served with Pigs in Blankets, Roast Potatoes, Stuffing, Peas, 

Sprouts and Carrots 

Chocolate Trifle 

Wednesday 

Beef Burger in a Bap /Chickpea Burger  

Served with Potato Wedges and Salad 

Chocolate Cracknell 




