
Issue: 381 23 October 2020 

From the Head… 

Dear Parents, 

It’s been a long half term and moving towards darkness is often the most tiring 
phase of the year.  Your children have coped well and have (mostly) continued to 
be pleased to be back in school. 

 

I hope you enjoyed the Harvest performances and that you will watch the Perform-
ing Arts Scholars’ pieces which are being recorded now.  Most of our older Eques-
trian Scholars were out last weekend at a show jumping event at which they did us 
proud – coming first on Missy, Daisy is to be congratulated – but all the scholars 
did really well and gave a great account of both themselves and Polwhele House. 

 

We have now heard that the results of the ISA Excellence and Innovation in Per-
forming Arts Award will be announced in February; patience is a virtue but we in 
the meantime can keep our hopes up and be proud of our top three national rank-
ing. 

 

I don’t suppose that many of you will be travelling over half term but we are fortu-
nate to be in the best possible county and I am sure you will find ways to amuse 
yourselves and your families.  Do remember that this is a 2-week half term, so 
there’s plenty of opportunity to recharge batteries and refresh the children for the 
rest of term. 

 

Remembrance Day will be commemorated on the Wednesday after we get back to 
school; poppies are on sale in the porch (as well as many other items) and, as usu-
al, we will all be wearing poppies to commemorate all those who have sacrificed so 
much for our freedom.  If any family would like to place a cross in the garden of 
remembrance, please write your message and pass it to your child; we will take a 
photograph so you can share. 

 

Best wishes 

Hilary Mann 
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We look forward to 
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We are delighted to announce that we have appointed 
a new drum teacher.  James Robinson (coincidentally 
the husband of Tamsin Robinson) comes as a highly 
experienced and motivational teacher who is keen to 
join our peripatetic provision.  James is the Percus-
sion Team Manager at the Cornwall Music Service 
Trust, teaching to the highest level, and has a prestig-
ious and wide-ranging performance career.  James will 
be teaching at Polwhele House School after half term; 
if your child is interested in learning drums, please 
contact the Office in the first instance and we will put 
you in touch with James. 

“BlackbirdPie magazine goes virtual!  

You can view it on a computer, tablet or mobile phone. The virtual magazine is filled with 

great things to do, videos, links and interactive stuff. There are lovely places to visit, won-

derful walks and museums and galleries to visit (with safety measures in place).  

This is our first attempt at an online magazine so please let us know if there are any 

glitches. The format has chapter headings and then you can flow down into each section 

for more information. Please subscribe so we can send you a link to the next issue. Happy 

reading, keep safe and well and have a great autumn.”  https://blackbirdreads.turtl.co/

story/blackbirdpie-autumn-2020/  

Simon, Vanessa, & the Blackbird”  

We are looking forward to welcoming  The School 
Photography Company to the school who will be 
taking the children’s ‘Expressions’ group photo-
graphs.  This will be taking place on Thursday 19 
November 2020.  As in previous years, we would 
like to invite our Prep School pupils to bring in a 
special object for them to hold to add a personal 
and individual feel to the photos.  Special objects 
include items used in hobbies, dance shoes, sports 
equipment, musical instruments etc.  Please ask for 
advice or guidance if you are unsure about anything 
your child would like to bring in.  These photo-
graphs are always admired by parents, staff and vis-
itors and we can’t wait to see our class photos for 
this year. 

Please remember if anyone has taken a Coronavirus test all family members will need 

to self-isolate until they receive the results.  Please check the NHS website for guid-

ance.  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 



Children In Need 2020 

 

We would like to invite all our pupils and staff to  

wear a bandana in support  

of  

Children In Need  

on 

Friday 13th November 2020. 

 

Please could we ask that a donation is made at the beginning or end of 

the day into the Pudsey bucket which will be at the front of the school 

building. 

 

 

 

We appreciate any monetary gifts for this charity, especially at this difficult time. 

Thank you. 



Congratulations to: 

Barney Watkins-Aiken 

Calypso Wood 

Tommy Heath 

Boppy Pack 

                       Bertie Payton 

                       Minnie Kitson 

 

Walter Marsden 

Selena Weerasirie 

 

                                  Alexis Bell 

                                  Milo Willis 

                                Finlay Thomas 

Freddie Goldby 

Charlotte Harrod 

Ted Whitwell                        Marcus Garman 

                        George Skelly 

                         Tommy Marsden 

 

Lucius Ashcroft-Mitchell 

          Yasmin Lewis 

Jago Nicholas 

            Karma Toms 

Ivan Zheng 



Every day is a fresh beginning; 

Listen my soul, to the glad refrain, 

And, spite of old sorrow and older sinning, 

And puzzles forecasted and possible pain, 

Take heart with the day, and begin again. 

This week we have been thinking about the twin topics of 
‘walk a mile in my shoes’ and ‘go the extra mile’.  It’s al-
ways interesting to learn about the origin of idioms and 
the bubbles have really taken on board the idea of seeing 
things from others’ point-of-view and seeking to do more 
than has been asked. 

 

There was a lot of rhythmic movement to our music this 
week – Elvis Presley singing ‘Walk a Mile in My Shoes’. 

 

Poetry was an extract from New Every Morning by Susan 
Coolidge. 



We are delighted to share our Pre-prep Religious Studies Day which we usually celebrate three 

times a year. 

This term our youngest pupils in EYFS and Key Stage One have enjoyed immersing them-

selves in the Hindu Festival of Diwali. 

The children have read the story of Diwali, found out about Rama, Sita and Hanuman, worn 

masks and explored the story through drama and role play. 

They have also enjoyed creating their own diva lamps. 

They have been very busy creating a collaborative artwork of Ravana, the ten-headed demon 

King, who is one of the main characters in this religious story. 

At breaktime, the children were treated to an Indian inspired feast where they had the oppor-

tunity to try and nibble on some spicy delights. 

What do you know about the story of Rama and the Demon King? 



Designs from nature club children (8) made their Automanual leaf clay display after 
gathering leaves from our gardens and woodlands  



This gorgeous teddy hat is the creation of Lucy Alford who attends the Enrichment 

Club, ‘Hook, Yarn & Needles’. 

This club has been very well attended by Bubble 3 this half term.  It is not unusual to 

see our older pupils with a ball of wool and a crochet needle focused on and im-

mersed in textile creativity. 



Our 'Up & Atom' Science Enrichment Club has been very popular. Last week the children       

created a human digestive system, this week its lava lamps and mixing materials. You can feel 

the science in the air and see it on their faces when you walk into the Science Lab!  



Our 'Making &              

Mindfulness' Enrichment 

Club children have         

enjoyed  exploring the 

effects of colour on      

wellbeing.  

 

What colours make you 

feel calm? 

Or happy? 



This term the Debatables have been making their voices heard as they have 
played tennis, hot seated each other and also, as illustrated in the photos, tak-
en part in a boxing match! 

 

It’s particularly pleasing to see those young people who can find it more  

difficult to find their voice rise to the challenge to defend a topic they feel 
passionate about. 



Celebrating Diversity 

 

Some look the same but are different, in the way 

they think 

One may think of dance, one may think of a horse 

One may have small teeth, one may have big teeth 

But even when you bite an apple, they will work just the same 

One may have a circle, one may have a square 

Although fingerprints don’t look the same, they work the same 

One may be a girl, one may be a boy 

But you can act the same 

One may be a Buddhist, one may be a Hindu 

But although you may believe in different things you can get along the same 

One may speak French, one may speak English 

But it doesn’t mean you can’t visit 

One may draw, one may paint 

But it doesn’t mean that you cannot work together 

One may be blond, one may be brown 

But your hair shouldn’t tear you apart 

One may be tall, one may be short 

But it doesn’t matter if you are tall or short you can play 

just the same 

We all may act the same, but we will always be different.  

By Jago Nicholas 

This week in PHSE, the Prep School has been celebrating diversity.   



The Wall Street Wizards have had a busy term sorting out a business plan and 
delivering it.  They have learned about profit, floats, capital expenditure, price 
points, advertising and much more. 

This week was the second of two car wash sessions – which were well attended.   

The team worked well together and were determined to raise enough to fund a 
pizza lunch and give some money to CLIC Sargent – the lunch happens after half 
term and the charity will certainly benefit with over £100 profit being made. 



On Saturday 17th October, our Senior 

Scholars came to school to prepare Jeeta, 

Nel and Missy for a Cornish Schools 

Show Jumping Competition the next day.  

The ponies were bathed, plaited, 

trimmed and their tack cleaned and pol-

ished ready for the big day. 

 

Thankfully the weather on Sunday 18th 

was beautiful for our day at Pendarves 

near Camborne . Over 20 School Teams 

competed on the day in classes with dif-

ferent jump heights. Polwhele House was 

delighted to enter two teams of three, 

one team with Jeeta, Nel and Missy, and the other with the Scholars’ own ponies; Rudy, Rebel 

and Venus. Most teams had four members, and this allows the best three scores to be counted, 

so with only three on our teams, competition was tough, and any little error costly!  

 

The second round of each class was against the clock, and very exciting to watch.  With only 

eight other riders to go in her class afterwards, Daisy came in to jump a super-fast round on 

Missy, being the first person to cut a corner very expertly between fences 6 and 7, and claimed 

the fastest clear round with an individual 1st place! Daisy also jumped two clear rounds on her 

own pony Venus, and claimed another individual place in the 70/75 class, coming 4th. 

 

Yasmin piloted Nel through two very positive rounds, with an unlucky pole in each round, but 

a fabulous result for Nel who has only been to a handful of shows in her ridden life. Then in 

the 70/75cm class, Yasmin’s lovely Connemara pony Rebel did a fabulous job to gain an indi-

vidual 6th  place. 

 

Tommy’s rounds on Jeeta were very fast. She was very excited and challenging to ride, and    

everyone caught their breath when she came flying around so fast that Tommy was unable to 

turn into fence 5. Luckily Tommy was experienced enough to navigate to the fence without 

crossing his line, therefore avoiding any penalty. With a pole down in each round sadly both 

Jeeta and Rudy were just outside the placings, however good enough to gain a fabulous Overall 

Team 5th Place. 

 

All of the wonderful preparation paid off when Polwhele House won 2nd in Best Presented 

Team for the Polwhele ponies, and 5th for their own ponies. We are very grateful to parents for 

all their wonderful support and to Jago for his amazing stewarding on the day. 





Monday 

Red Pesto Pasta 

Served with tuna, cheese, salad and  homemade bread 

Iced Cake  

Tuesday 

Cottage Pie/Vegetarian Cottage Pie  

Served with peas and carrots 

Chocolate Chip Cookie 

Wednesday 

Roast Pork/ Aubergine Bake (v) 

Served with roast potatoes, swede and carrots 

Berry pudding and custard 

Thursday 

Beef stew/Spicey root vegetable and lentil casserole (v) 

Served with mashed potato 

Chocolate slice 

Friday 

Fish cakes/Cheese Swirl (v) 

Served with potato wedges and baked beans 

Baked cheesecake with lemon curd topping  




