
Issue: 388 12th March 2021 

From the Head… 

Dear Parents 

 

I know that I have said this several times recently but the truth is that it is a real 
pleasure to have the children back in school where they belong!   

 

Many of you will have heard of our new teacher, Mr Elworthy, who, as well as run-
ning Games, has introduced a range of after school clubs (most of which are now 
fully booked), our new Maintenance Lead, Mr O’Shea, who has completed a range 
of projects and is also running an after school club and Mr Byrne, who is with us 
whilst Mr Caddy is unwell.  Details on all these three staff members are later in 
this edition.  We welcome all of them and I’m sure you will get to know them all 
soon. 

 

We are led to believe that we have had our last Lockdown and we are all moving 
forward in the confidence that the country will slowly open up.  However, we are all obliged to play our 
part in reducing the spread of the virus so thank you for wearing masks if you need to leave your car 
and also for collecting your children and leaving the site quickly; this is what we are obliged to maintain 
and it’s worth it to have the children with us. 

 

I would like to thank all of you for keeping your children’s education going; we know that it’s not always 
easy!  But most of all I would like to thank the staff who have ensured that the education – and Keywork-
er childcare – has continued to such a high standard.  Educating a child is a team effort and never more 
so that recently; what a team the Polwhele House community has been. 

 

With all the signs of spring, the school and grounds looking spruced and ready for action and the origi-
nal flag flying (made by Mrs White’s mother) we are ready for some weeks of loving our learning and en-
joying life. 

 

Best wishes and Happy Mothers’ Day 

 

Hilary Mann 

 

Diary Dates: 

Term Dates 

End of Term;  

Wednesday 31st March 

Summer Term Com-

mences;  

Tuesday 20th April 

Half Term;  

31st May—4th June 

End of Term; 

Thursday 8th July 



Confirmatory PCR testing following a test at home 

Around 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus (COVID-19) have no symptoms. By rolling out rapid 

testing to schools and universities at pace we are helping to uncover hidden cases of the virus, 

break the chains of transmission and stopping outbreaks before they get a chance to develop. 

Students in secondary schools and colleges are currently testing on site – 3 tests, each 3 to 5 

days apart – using Lateral Flow Devices (LFDs) as part of the rapid asymptomatic testing pro-

gramme. Robust evaluations from PHE and the University of Oxford show that LFD tests are ac-

curate, reliable and successfully identify those with coronavirus (COVID-19) who could pass on 

the virus without realising. The tests have extremely low rates of false positives. LFD tests taken 

on test sites, such as on school and college grounds, do not need a confirmatory PCR test. This 

is because these tests are done in a controlled environment and trained staff read the results. 

If a pupil or student received a supervised school-based LFD test, as part of the rapid asympto-

matic testing programme, and it was positive then they and other members of their household 

must self-isolate. PCR testing is not advised if you have received a positive result from an LFD 

test at a school or college test site. If a parent was to do this and it returned a negative result, the 

policy remains that the pupil or student, their close contacts, and other members of their house-

hold must still self-isolate.  

All positive results from rapid tests undertaken at home do need to be confirmed with a standard 

PCR test. This is because these tests are not conducted in a controlled environment and will not 

have trained staff on hand. Following positive LFD test at home, a confirmatory PCR test should 

be booked online or by calling 119. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the pupil or student and their 

close contacts should self-isolate. If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test 

(at home only) and a child can return to school. 

Please see below an update from the Government concerning COVID-19 Testing at 

home.  Families of Primary children can also order test for home, please see the 

link below:- 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-
pupils-and-staff 

COVID-19 TESTING 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


We are pleased to announce that we have a supply being 
dropped off at the school.  These will be in the entrance to 
the main building and cost £3 per tray.  There will be a box  
to put the money in. If possible please ensure you have the 

correct amount of change. 



Welcome to Polwhele House’s 

New Members of Staff  

Jonny Elworthy has joined us from Blackheath Preparatory 
School.  He is a specialist sports teacher but has a wide rang-
ing interest across the curriculum and is currently teaching 
geography, among other subjects.  His passion is to inspire 
students to love sport of all sorts – and he has had great suc-
cess in training enthusiastic pupils to excellence at national 
standard. 

We are delighted with the children’s enthusiasm for the clubs 
he is offering – and the extra energy they are using is being 
reflected in the children’s increased hunger at lunchtime! 

Whilst Mr Caddy is unwell, we are pleased to have Darren 
Byrne working with us.  Mr Byrne is a very experienced 
teacher who has hit the ground running and will be with us 
until the end of term.  In his spare time, he is a chiropractor 
– for humans and animals – and he particularly enjoys the 
Polwhele animal-friendly environment. 

Jack O’Shea has worked with Polwhele before over the 
summer holidays and so knows the site and buildings 
well.  He is our full-time maintenance professional 
and has revolutionised us all with his attention to de-
tail whilst looking at the big picture.  He has also 
started a club where the children are learning wood-
working skills.  We are delighted that Mr O’Shea is 
now established in the Polwhele family. 

STOP PRESS 

Pete Collett will be joining our Performing Arts Scholars teaching team next week, tak-
ing Mr Caddy’s drama sessions for the rest of this term.  He will also be leading Mr 
Caddy’s Drama Club on Monday afternoons after school.  Mr Collett is very experi-
enced in working with children in productions and has also worked with Miss Topsey 
previously in theatre productions.  A photo will follow next week – but we are very 
happy to have found such an inspirational theatre skills practitioner at such short no-
tice. 



REQUEST 

If anyone has any unwanted 

board games that they wouldn’t 

mind donating to the school we 

would be really grateful as this 

would help expand the experi-

ence of our Board Games Club. 

Many thanks. 

       PE REMINDER—PREP SCHOOL 

Students will need their OWN football/rugby boots for 
games lessons and clubs. This term we will be doing 
rugby and a mouthguard is required to participate. 
Any cheap one which you can mould at home is fine; 
however each student MUST have one to take part. 

 

At football club, shin pads MUST be worn to take part. 

 

For obvious reasons, kit cannot be 
shared or loaned to other students. 



RED NOSE DAY 

FRIDAY 19th MARCH 2021 

 

Children are welcome to bring red noses 

into the school but they must be marked 

with their names on. 



 

For settling back into school life 

 and enjoying learning together again 

POLWHELE HOUSE PRE-PREP 

12th  March 2021  

12th  March 2021 

POLWHELE HOUSE PREP SCHOOL 

Working with determination and  

progress over lockdown 

Mrs Topsey-Eaton 

Mrs H Mann 



Assemblies this week have focussed on faith and belief, 
based around the story of Gladys Aylward (1902-1970), 
relating to International Women’s Day. 

 

All 3 Bubbles listened to a re-telling of the time when 
Gladys, a missionary in China, was commanded to quell a 
prison riot when all the guards had fled, the reason being 
that she had faith that her God would protect her.  She en-
tered the compound and successfully told an axe-wielding 
man to hand over his weapon.  She was so outraged at the prison conditions that she in-
sisted on improvements, telling the governor that if he treated people like animals, they 
would behave like animals. 



Nature’s Treasures. 

This Tuesday children met for our first 

‘Nature’s Treasures’ club. We were very for-

tunate that the sun was shining and we were 

able to venture outside for a ramble in the 

woods with our collecting bags.  

Our aim was to look for and collect different 

shaped and textured leaves, twigs and flow-

ers.  

We brought these back to Pre-prep and created our own ‘Weaving Frames.’ We thread-

ed or plant material in the wooden frames and talked about what we observed in our 

resources. 

We have hung our frames on the Pre-prep gates if you would like to see them.   

Mrs Reed 



This week the children completed 

some natural art work. They used 

empty frames and resources from the 

outdoor environment to create their 

own works of art. The children were 

so proud of what  they had achieved. 

Here are some great examples. 



 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

FROM PRE-PREP 



KS1 Class have loved getting 

back        together and learn-

ing both in and out of their 

classrooms.  They have en-

joyed completing a ‘Welcome 

Back to School Treasure Hunt’ 

which has tested their phonic 

and word knowledge as well 

as their knowledge of the 

school grounds.  Their last 

clue helped them to find the 

treasure...our amazing friend 

and school dog, Rupert! 

Super writing and thinking 

and lots of fun!  Well done 

KS1 Class. 



It is just FANTASTIC being back at school and seeing our children riding at the 

very best time of the year, with all of our beautiful spring flowers in bloom. Our 

woods are carpeted with an abundance of wild garlic, and the ground is slowly 

beginning to dry up after all of the autumn and winter rainfall. We have enjoyed 

some glorious sunshine this week, and the ponies are all looking fabulous and 

enjoying their work after having a lovely lockdown holiday. 

On a serious note, can we please remind all parents to ensure children bring 

their own gloves and bandanas to school for riding. As you all know, the children 

are divided into bubbles, however at the stables we are in close contact with chil-

dren from ALL bubbles, and for everyone to be safe and adhere to government 

guidelines, we must respect hygiene requirements. We don't want to turn chil-

dren away when they arrive for their lesson without these items and we will re-

issue and charge for bandanas and gloves, but it saves time and upset if they ar-

rive prepared as requested.  

We hope you enjoy the lovely photos we have taken this week. 







Monday 

Macaroni in Tomato Sauce served with Cheese, Salad & Bread 

 

Iced Cake 

Tuesday 

Beef or Vegetarian Chilli served with Rice and Salad 

 

Baked Cheesecake with Fruit Topping 

Wednesday 

Roast Turkey served with Roast Potatoes, Sprouts & Carrots 

Leek and Squash Crumble 

Apple Cake & Custard 

Thursday 

Italian Chicken served with Mashed Potato & Peas 

Cauliflower & Potato Curry 

Chocolate Peppermint Iced Shortbread 

Friday 

Tuna Pasta Bake served with Salad 

Cheese Calzone 

Angel Delight 




