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A spring in our step…
It has been a blessing to have school open this year and I continue
to be thankful for your thoughtfulness in helping to keep us all as
safe as possible. Despite many absences, we have stayed open
(on one windy day, for one pupil only!) which feels like a hugely
positive step after the last two years.
This half term the children have benefited from a variety of trips and
sporting events, crowned by the U11 girls’ netball team visit to
Rugby for the national finals. Congratulations to all the girls who
took part in that journey and a special thank you to Mrs Elworthy
and Rory for going along to support the girls and celebrate their
achievements. It was also special to have so many parents, as well
as Tom White and Martina Iannotti from the Managing Council, in
attendance to cheer the girls on.
As we put away the football posts and get out the cricket nets, we
are looking forward to a wonderful summer where we can
remember how life at school should be, with the return of social
occasions and the chance to spend time in each other’s company.
Let’s hope the weather is amenable!
Best wishes
Hilary Mann

LEARNING

THE VERY HUNGRY
CATERPILLAR
EYFS have loved their topic ‘Come
Outside’ this term and have cleverly
been exploring it through lots of crosscurricular learning opportunities. They
enjoyed reading the story of ‘The Very
Hungry Caterpillar’ and were inspired
to create their own caterpillars using
clay.

MAGIC BEAN RACES
Green-fingered KS1 Class have been
immersed in all things growing this
term. Inside mini-greenhouses, they
are racing runner and broad beans to
see which one will grow the fastest.
Making observations, using scientific
equipment and measuring have been
part of their growing journey. Who will
win the magic bean race?

SUPER SCIENCE
To mark the annual event of British
Science Week, Mr Kellas, along with his
assistant, Daniel, presented a range of
scientific experiments to the whole
school in a special assembly. The
children whopped, clapped and
smiled their way through watching
awe-inspiring and wonderful moments
showing just how exciting and
amazing science is.

STORYTELLING IN THE
WALLED GARDEN
In their cross-curricular English work,
KS1 class have loved reading and
writing about the traditional story ‘The
Enormous Turnip’. One of their
favourite tasks was using role play to
explore the story in the Walled
Garden. Rupert joined in too!

WATERCOLOURS
In Busy Learning this half term
Reception have loved exploring all
things growing. Part of their
enhancements have involved
observational artwork. The children
were given a vase of flowers and
encouraged to use the watercolours
to create their own pictures.

FEEDING THE BIRDS
In their ‘Come Outside' topic the EYFS
children made their own bird feeders.
They enjoyed rolling the toilet roll tubes
in the lard, syrup and bird seed. We
then walked the grounds and together
decided where would be the best
place to hang the feeders. Each
lunchtime we have been checking the
feeders to see whether the birds have
been enjoying their special treat!

EXPLORING SHAPE
KS1 class have loved diving into the
magical and wonderful world of 2D
and 3D shape this term. They have
enjoyed exploring their properties,
using mathematical vocabulary to
describe them and even created
imaginative pictures with them.

EYFS PANCAKE DAY
Nursery and Reception had a brilliant
time celebrating Pancake Day this
term. The had a splendid time taking
part in the pancake race with the rest
of the school and then they made
and ate their own pancakes. They
tried a range of toppings and even
had the chance to design their
pancake before making their own.

EYFS BEAN PLANTING
This half term Reception have been
looking at the topic 'Come Outside'.
We have focused on the story of Jack
and the Beanstalk and have even
grown our own beans. The children
have monitored their progress over the
last few weeks and have discovered
what plants need to survive and grow.

.--. -.A PK ADVENTURE

There were no SOS messages sent
when Years 5, 6, 7 & 8 visited the
amazing PK Porthcurno museum to
explore the history of global
communications and how they
connect the world. The children loved
this unique trip and all the hands-on
exhibits. As historians, they delved into
the history of the internet and
investigated how different
communications work as scientists.

LET THERE BE LIGHT!
Year 3 have enjoyed finding out about
light and shadows in their science
work this term. Exploring light sources,
tracking shadows and light reflections
have given them lots of opportunities
to develop their knowledge about this
area of science. They have enjoyed
creating their own shadow puppet
theatres too.

EASTER EGG HUNT
On the last day of the Lent Term, the
PHSoc provided eggs for an Easter
egg hunt. KS3 and Year 6 children
labelled and hid the eggs – as well as
helping the younger children to find
theirs with the help of a Rabbit Locator
Map. The rain held off and a
wonderful time was had by all.

PI DAY: YEAR 5
PI FACTS
This half term has been a busy one in
maths across the school. We have
celebrated Pi Day (March 14th 3.14)
and World Maths Day. Year 5
discovered lots of new facts about pi
and used them to create Pi Day
mobiles. Did you know that Albert
Einstein was born on Pi Day? And pi in
number form, 3.14 reflected in a mirror
spells PIE!

PI DAY: YEAR 6
CUTTING PI
We looked for pi in a variety of circular
things. We used string to measure the
circumference of our objects and then
investigated how many diameters we
could make from our circumference.
We discovered we could make 3 and
a bit diameters from our
circumferences. Which then lead us to
the fact :- circumference is equal to
3.14 diameters or c = πd.

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN
GROW?
In their science work, KS1 class have
enjoyed planting a range of
vegetables to complement their
English and maths work in a crosscurricular topic. They are all very
green-fingered and we are hoping for
one or two enormous turnips!

NETBALL
Our intrepid U11 netballers travelled to
Rugby as South West Champions with
all of us cheering them on.
At the tournament they won, drew
and lost matches – against 30 of the
best teams in the country.
The final result left them without a
trophy but with bags of experience
and far from last place.
We are all proud of you, Isobel, Minnie,
Alexis, Maddie, Selena and Bethany.

A CAREER IN LAW
We were delighted to welcome
Katherine Kitson to speak to the Prep
school about her career in law. The
children were fascinated to be put in
the position of jurors in familiar events.
Mrs Kitson has offered to return next
term to hold a mock trial; we can’t
wait!

KS1 TOYS
KS1 class have been investigating the
history of toys. They have loved
interviewing staff about their
childhood toys and have shared their
favourite toys with each other. They
have studied Victorian thaumatropes
and create their own versions of these
spinning toys using unique and clever
design ideas.

PI DAY: YEAR 7 & YEAR 8
PI TOSS
KS3 were asked to get an estimate for
the famous mathematical constant pi
(π). They might have done what the
ancient Greeks and Year 6 did: divide
the circumference of a circle by its
diameter. They tried a different
method. They estimated pi by a less
conventional method: the random
tossing of toothpicks.

They drew two parallel lines on an A4
piece of paper and then tossed their
toothpicks onto the paper. They then
divided the number of toothpicks they
threw by the number of toothpicks
that touched one of the lines. They
ended up with an approximation for
pi. They also discovered that the
probability that a toothpick will touch
a line is 1/ π of the time, a discovery
known as Buffon’s Needle Problem!

A CAREER IN THE
EMERGENCY SERVICES

It was lovely to welcome Adam Smith,
a former Polwhele pupil, to talk to the
Prep School about his life as a HEMS
pilot, taking patients to hospitals
around the South West. He told us
about how he trained in the USA and
worked around the world, in Scotland
and the South East before settling in
Cornwall. Chasing pirates in the
Caribbean sounded really exciting!
The children were fascinated to learn
about this unusual career.

BIRDS
Birds are an excellent subject for 3D art
and KS3 excelled themselves with their
plaster of Paris creations.

MASKS
Studying the Greeks this term, Year 5
created papier mâché masks based
on Green myths. Varied and in some
cases, terrifying masks were the result.

A CAREER IN MEDICINE
The Prep School were fascinated to
hear from Dr Pickles (aka Amy Smith)
about her life as a GP. The highlight
was engaging in diagnosing a
medical problem; we were hugely
impressed with the children's medical
knowledge!

KS3 CAREERS FAIR
KS3 were delighted to visit the Careers
Fair held at The Alverton Manor as part
of the school’s National Careers Week
event. They engaged very well with all
the stall-holders and several came
back to school with new career ideas
to research. At school, staff have
shared their own career journey’s and
shown how their different skills and
career paths have developed.

COLLAGE
KS1 class have used a range of
different papers and card to create
collages inspired by their storytelling of
‘The Enormous Turnip. They used the
materials creatively and the pictures
look great up on display in Pre-prep.

WORLD POETRY DAY
As part of a whole school celebration
of UNESCO World Poetry Day, the staff
shared their favourite poems with the
children. Did you know that poetry is
one of the oldest forms of human
expression? From Nursery Rhymes to
literary works, the children enjoyed
listening and responding to poetry
from around the world.

CAKE SALE FOR UKRAINE

Our school family came together to
support a cake sale led by two Y7
pupils, Charlotte and Lena, with all
monies being donated to the Ukraine
Schools Appeal. Thank you to all our
KS3 pupils, our happy cake nibblers
across the school and our parental
community who supported the event
by baking and donating in a PHSoc
coffee morning. The total raised was
£377 and the amount raised by the
children has been matched by the
school to give the best possible help to
the people of Ukraine.

WORLD BOOK DAY
Kernow Bys Vyken!
Our World Book Day event this year
was been inspired by Cornish stories
myths and legends to celebrate St
Piran's Day on the 5th March. We
enjoyed spotting Mowzer the cat,
Poldark characters and a cheeky
Cornish Piskie.
Onen Hag Oll!

PANCAKE RACE

To celebrate Shrove Tuesday, the
whole school enjoyed an interhouse
Pancake Race. Fun, laughter and
healthy competition were much
enjoyed. Did you know that pancake
races originate back to 1445, when a
woman in Buckinghamshire is said to
have been caught out by the sound
of church bells before she’d finished
making a pancake? The story goes
that she decided to sprint from her
home to her local church service still
carrying her frying pan, flipping the
pancake within to prevent it burning.

ACHIEVEMENTS
& AWARDS

COMMENDATIONS 1

A great start to a new half term of
commendations.
Congratulations to:
George, River (YN)
Arthur, Grace (YR)
Georgie, Grace, James, Lucia, Tommy
(KS1)
Archie, Boppy, Clemmie, Grace(Y3)
Poppy, Rafey (Y4)
Jasmine (Y6)

SCIENTIST OF THE MONTH:
MARCH
Congratulations to our March ‘Scientist
of the Month’ Finlay Thomas who has
shown great enthusiasm, curiosity and
effort in his science lessons and club
this term.
Well done, Finlay!

COMMENDATIONS 2
Lots of great determination and
achievements this week.

Darcey (YN)
Grace, Harry (YR)
Georgie ,Hugo, Matthew, Willow (KS1)
William (Y3)
Bethany, Delilah, Minnie, Selena (Y5)
Alexis, Elian, Isobel, Jacob, Yusuf (Y6)
Darcy (KS3)

COMMENDATIONS 3

Another wonderful week of great
achievements and success!
Congratulations to:
Alex, Darcey, George, Maya, River
(YN)
Arthur, Grace, Harry (YR)
Amelie, Barney, Rafe, Thomas, Sam
(KS1)
Harrison (Y3)
Annabelle, Bertie, Lyra, Poppy (Y4)
Arthur, Dottie, Jonny, Lucas, Paul,
Vincent (Y5)
Edward, Harry, Jacob, Kai, Polly (Y6)

SET HOUSES: LENT 2 2022

It’s been a tight race so far this half
term with different houses taking the
lead in different weeks.
At the end of the Lent Term the totals
are:
Grey Herons: 1385
Barn Owls: 1414
Tawny Owls: 1463
White Herons: 1466
In the traditional battle of Owls versus
Herons, the totals are:
Owls: 2877 Herons: 2851 Only 26
points in it!

COMMENDATIONS 4
Super achievements from:
Eddie, George, Maya (YN)
Abi, Bella, Harry (YR)
Georgie, Hugo (KS1)
Beatrice, Rex (Y4)
Delilah, Dottie, Minnie (Y5)
Finlay, Milo, Yusuf (Y6)
Charlotte, James Lena, Lucy (KS3)

WORLD MATHS DAY

On the 23rd March, we joined millions
of students from across the globe to
share our love for maths. We
participated in the world’s largest
online maths competition. The children
had to play 20 maths games against
other students and they earned a
point for every correct answer they
got. It was great fun and our Year 1
children made the top 100 schools in
the country. Year 4 and Year 5 were in
the top 50 in the country.
An amazing achievement!

MATHLETICS CERTIFIFCATES
Congratulations to the following
children whose effort in the Mathletics
challenge was exemplary:
Grace (Y3)
Todd (Y4)
Arthur, Bethany, Isabelle, Josh, Lucas,
Delilah, Minnie, Paul, Selena (Y5)
Alexis, Finlay, Harry (Y6)

Participation awards
(Names in blue show the top scores for
each class):
Archer, Darcey, Grace, James,
Matthew, Lucia, Sam, Thomas, Willow
(Y1)
Georgie, Hugo, Tommy (Y2)
Archie, Boppy, Clemmie, Grace,
Harrison, Will, William (Y3)
Annabelle, Ava, Beatrice, Bertie, Harry,
Henry, Levi, Lyra, Poppy, Rafey, Rex,
Wilf (Y4)

Arthur, Bethany, Delilah, Dottie, Jonny,
Josh, Lucas, Maddie, Paul, Selena,
Vinnie, Walter, Wilf (Y5)
Alexis, Edward, Elian, Finlay, Harry,
Isobel, Jacob, Jasmine, Kai, Milo, Polly,
Yusuf (Y6)
Charlotte, Lena, Lucy, Zienna (Y7)
Darcey, India, Samuel (Y8)

COMMENDATIONS 5
Well done to:
Darcey (YN), Arthur (YR)
Amelie, Grace, Matthew, Rafe,
Thomas (KS1)
Archie, Boppy, Clemmie, Grace,
Harrison, Will, William (Y3)
Annabelle, Beatrice, Bertie, Harry,
Henry, Lyra, Poppy, Rafey, Rex (Y4)
Delilah, Dottie, Isabella, Josh, Minnie,
Walter (Y5)
Alexis, Edwards, Polly (Y6)
Charlotte, Darcy, Lena, Zienna (KS3)

SCIENTIST OF THE MONTH:
APRIL
Congratulations to Minnie Kitson,
whose excellent science knowledge,
skills and inquisitive attitude have been
exemplary.
Well done, Minnie – you are the
Scientist of the Month for April!

COMMENDATIONS 6

In the last commendation assembly of
the term, congratulations went to:
Darcey, Eddie, Maya (YN)
Abi, Arthur, Bella, Grace, Harry, Rocco
(YR)
Darcey, Hugo, Lucia, Tommy (KS1)
William (Y3)
Ava, Annabelle, Harry, Levi, Lyra (Y4)
Maddie, Josh, Paul, Selena(Y5)
Alexis, Harry, Kai (Y6)

PRE-PREP & YEAR 3
SWIMMING
Pre-prep and Year 3 have loved their
swimming sessions this term and have
made such progress. The Year 3 pupils
have set an excellent example in their
behaviour and attitude to the younger
children. Their sessions come to a
close with everyone feeling confident
in the water.

MATTHEW’S SPONSORED
WALK
Congratulations to Matthew Piaseczny
(KS1 Class) who has bravely walked 24
miles in a sponsored walk to raise
money for the Ukraine Humanitarian
Crisis.
We are all so impressed by Matthew’s
efforts as well as his kindness and
compassion.
Matthew raised £170.
Amazing work!

LENT TERM SPORTS REVIEW
Outside of the netball run to the
Nationals, Polwhele have had a
hugely successful first two terms of
sport. This term both the girls and boys
retained their unbeaten status in
school fixtures.

The U9 football team drew a hugely
entertaining game against Truro Prep
and in the cross country fixture against
the same school there were wins for
Bertie Payton & Beatrice Prinsloo-Rowe
in their respective races.
The U11 boys football team had a
draw against St Joseph’s before two
hugely entertaining victories against
Truro Prep & Camborne School. The
U11 girls’ football team also played
incredibly to beat Truro Prep 8-1!

At U12 level the netball team also had
a fantastic 15-4 victory over
Camborne School.
It’s fantastic to see such good results
but more importantly to see the
passion from all the children both in
training and in fixtures. ALL Prep
children ran in the cross country fixture
against Truro Prep and they did so with
determination and greats
sportsmanship.
We all look forward to starting cricket
& athletics next term.

EXTRACURRICULAR

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL
A club that started off in September
with 8 girls has already reached
capacity and it’s been a fantastic way
to end each week. The girls come with
so much enthusiasm and about 90% of
them have started off completely from
scratch. The girls have worked superhard (in all weathers) and their football
results this term have shown that.

SCIENCE CLUB –
SOMETHING FISHY
Something fishy was going on in
Science Club. The attendees loved
investigating anatomy using fish
dissection. Studying the internal parts
of the fish was interesting and they all
enjoyed this hands-on, practical
experience.

DEFENDERS OF THE FOREST
Defenders of the Forest is a wellattended club and the children love
being immersed in the woodland.
They have created nature wands
using only natural materials they could
find on the woodland floor, placed
fairy doors under tree trunks and
enjoyed games of hide and seek in
the wonderful array of leaves and
trees.

PRE-PREP CONSTRUCTION
CLUB
This term we have been looking at and
making strong constructions, practising
with Lego, Duplo and other
construction toys. Challenge weeks
have consisted of building a 2-3 story
frame using sticks and marshmallow,
which was both fun and delicious.

BOOKWORM CLUB

What a wonderful half term we have
had in bookworm club. We have
looked at a range of new stories and
have enjoyed discovering new
characters and settings along the
way. We have had a great time
creating our own story characters and
thinking about different aspects of
stories, using our knowledge to explore
these further in our role play activities.
Stories play an integral part of life in
the Pre-prep and it has been a joy to
continue this after school each week.

SCIENCE CLUB TOOTHPASTE
As part of their wonderful scientific
adventures in Science Club, the
children put their investigation skills to
the test to create their own
toothpaste.

2 ∞ AND BEYOND
PI DAY: FINDING PI
In Maths Club, the children completed
a pi treasure hunt. They used the
internet to help them find answers to
questions such as:- Name an
American state containing pi? Name
a person who is an expert at obtaining
information? They learnt lots of new
facts about pi and learnt some corny
jokes too!

FENCING
Clemmie has successfully passed her
Bronze Proficiency Award in Foil
Fencing (awarded through the
auspices of the British Academy of
Fencing). To achieve this award,
Clemmie passed a theory and
practical exam covering a range of
rules, and demonstrating a range of
offensive and defensive techniques.
Congratulations to Polwhele's first
Shield Maiden!

FOOTBALL
Both football clubs for U9 and U11
have been really well attended and
we have been delighted at the effort
put in by all the boys and girls who
have come. It shows the
determination from our children that
they want to work hard to improve
their football and this has translated
across to competitive fixtures.

TRUMPET COMPOSITION
Wilf Coode has been learning the
trumpet with Mrs Kershaw and has
been busy being applying his
developing musical skills by creating
this wonderful composition.
We love the title as much as the piece:
‘The Wind in the Night’.

PAS REVIEW
Our talented PAS pupils have been
continuing to work hard on their
singing technique and diction in their
lessons with Mrs Brendish.
They are all making excellent progress
across all the Performing Arts
disciplines, and we are looking forward
to seeing them perform at the Royal
Cornwall Show.

ART CLUB
The Art Club has been exploring
printing this term. As part of their
adventure, they created a sign for the
Art Room, which involved making a
reverse impression of each letter.
Mind-boggling!

CREATURE
COMFORTS

EGG-CELLENT EASTER
Our Polwhele House chickens love this
time of the year and have been
clucking about their excitement so
much they had a bit of a surprise
when they laid their eggs! We knew
they were magical!

RUPERT, THE EASTER BUNNY
As you know, Rupert enjoys getting
involved in all our special events and
Easter is no exception. We think he
look hop-tastic in his Easter bunny ears
but he knows he needs to keep away
from the chocolate!

EASTER BUNNIES
Seeing the Polwhele bunnies jumping
around the Walled Garden always
makes us smile.
Their little furry tails bounced behind
them as they took part in their own
Easter Egg Hunt and they even found
a golden egg!

EQUESTRIAN
NEWS

SCHOLARS WORKSHOP:
HORSE MASSAGE
Our Equestrian Scholars enjoyed a
special demonstration led by Mary of
Liberty Sport Massage. Each scholar
became an expert in a particular
major muscle and explored how it
works and moves in different types of
exercise – jumping, hunting, racing,
and dressage. The scholars loved this
opportunity to deepen their
understanding of horse anatomy.

SHOWJUMPING EVENT

With swishes of tails, tapping of hooves
and lots of smiles, the riders across the
school turned out looking amazing for
the annual lent term school show
jumping event. Nursery to Year 8
competed in thrilling competitions and
each individual pupil received bright
rosettes to celebrate their
achievements. As usual, our muchloved ponies were wonderful and
performed with a-neigh-zing
enthusiasm with our pupils.

EQUESTRIAN EVENTS
We’ve had a busy and social term at
the stables, with our parents invited
along to watch their children in a
lesson, and a fabulous Show Jumping
Competition - both of which were a
great way to see how well our riders
have progressed this term. A fun end
to the term was our Easter Egg Hunt,
with clues leading to different areas of
the estate.
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